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Welcome to the Autumn Bulletin from the Historic Libraries Forum, which not only marks the
opening of booking for our Annual Meeting and Conference, but also brims with details of
workshops, exhibitions and events.
The conference this year is Buildings, Books and Blockbusters: Balancing Access and
Preservation and will take place at The Cloisters, Westminster Abbey on Monday 18 th
November. It features talks from conservation experts (Caroline Bendix as keynote, and
Sarah Vansnick from Collection Care at the National Archives), as well as those working hard
to increase access to, awareness of, and usage of collections. The “blockbuster” element is
provided by Rosemary Firman, who will be talking about filming at Hereford Cathedral’s
chained library, which was featured in the epic TV series Game of Thrones. Molly Bigwood
will be bringing us a student’s perspective, reflecting on the sustainability of accessing
historic collections as part of her studies. We are also excited to welcome David Iggulden
from Kew to talk about the Biodiversity Heritage Library, a project which demonstrates the
power of collaboration and the digital realm in promoting collection use to a global audience.
Thanks are due to Tony Trowles for doing double duty as both host and speaker, and to Katie
Flanagan and Jessica Hudson from the HLF committee for organising. It promises to be an
excellent day, and I hope to see many of you there.
As for other HLF events, at the time of writing only a handful of spaces remain for our
conservation workshop at Norwich Cathedral Library and our Oxford incunables workshop is
down to its final place. Thank you to Gudrun Warren and Sian Prosser respectively for
arranging these events. These sessions and the conference will not be the last for 2019 – a
bindings workshop with David Pearson is in the final stages of organisation (November,
Durham), with rare books cataloguing and language training still to come (likely early 2020). If
you’re receiving this bulletin in hard copy form or because it was passed on by a colleague,
make sure you are signed up to our mailing list in order to hear about these events when
booking opens: historiclibrariesforum.com/contact/
Our next committee meeting is taking place on 23 October, so please do send us any ideas
for events, offers to host meetings/events or reports of threats to historic libraries or
collections (closures, sales of assets, reduction of services). At this meeting we will be saying
a farewell to our Web Editor Louise Anderson, who has contributed so much across various
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roles during her time on the HLF committee. Most notably, she is responsible for the
significant upgrade to our online presence. We will be welcoming archivist Lucy Bonner, who
will be taking over web editing duties.
As ever, please do get in touch if you would like to share anything which might be of interest
to the Forum membership, or if you simply need advice. A list of our committee members
and
their
contact
information
is
available
on
our
website:
historiclibrariesforum.com/about/committee/
Jill Dye, Chair

HISTORIC LIBRARIES FORUM ANNUAL MEETING & CONFERENCE
Buildings, Books and Blockbusters : Balancing Access and Preservation
The Cloisters, Westminster Abbey, Monday 18th November 2019 10am-4:30pm

We are delighted to announce that booking is now open for the 2019 Annual Meeting and
Conference. This year the conference looks at how to increase access to collections while still
ensuring their preservation.
Our speakers are:
 Caroline Bendix (Keynote), Battered by bibliophiles. Is damage-free access possible?
 Tony Trowles on the creation of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Galleries in the Triforium of
Westminster Abbey (talk followed by tour)
 Rosemary Firman on filming in the Chained Library, Hereford Cathedral
 David Iggulden (Kew/BHL), Empowering global research : the biodiversity heritage library
 Molly Bigwood (Student), Exploring the balance between conservation and access
 Sarah Vansnick (TNA Collection Care), Mouldy books : preservation improving access
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The event costs £40.00 and includes tea/coffee and lunch. Places are strictly limited. For
further details, and to book, please visit: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/buildings-booksand-blockbusters-balancing-access-and-preservation-tickets-72656123421

EXHIBITIONS AND DISPLAYS
BALLIOL LIBRARY HISTORIC COLLECTIONS CENTRE, ST CROSS CHURCH, OXFORD
On the 40th anniversary of the admittance of female students to Balliol College, Oxford, a
new exhibition, Dervorguilla and Daughters: 750 Years of Women at Balliol delves into
Balliol’s historic collections to illuminate the fundamental contribution of women to the
College’s history. The first female students matriculated at Balliol in 1979, but a very much
longer history of women’s influence and agency at Balliol is found in the College Archives.
Beginning with the College’s joint founder, Dervorguilla of Galloway, who gave Balliol its
Statutes in 1282, this exhibition tells the stories of the benefactors, educationalists,
reformers, wives, writers, domestic staff, sisters and friends, who over seven and a half
centuries helped to shape the College of today. There will be public openings on Friday 25
October from 3.00pm-7.00pm; Saturday 23 November from 11.00am-4.00pm and
Wednesday 4 December from 3.00pm-7.00pm. More information here. The online exhibition
catalogue is available here.

ETON COLLEGE, WINDSOR
The Eton Choirbook : an exhibition celebrating Eton MS 178 and its inscription on the UNESCO
Memory of the World UK register in 2018
17th October 2019 – 8th March 2020, The Verey Gallery, Eton College
The Eton Choirbook is a treasure-store of music and a beautiful instrument of worship,
created between 1500 and 1504 for use at Eton College Chapel. Through its survival, this
manuscript gives us access to a musical tradition and form of worship that was disrupted and
almost obliterated by the Reformation.
This, the first exhibition to focus on the Choirbook, will examine its material and historical
context. It will also explore the development of Renaissance sacred music in this country as
traced through the Choirbook’s pages and other rare examples of music from this period,
never before seen alongside the ‘queen of Tudor Manuscripts’. Curated by Professor Magnus
Williamson (University of Newcastle) and Dr Lucy Gwynn with Rachel Bond.
Open every Sunday 2.30pm-5pm. Also open by appointment, Monday-Friday 10am-4pm.
For more details please visit https://www.etoncollege.com/Exhibitions.aspx or contact
collections@etoncollege.org.uk.
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LONGLEAT HOUSE, WILTSHIRE
This year’s displays from the libraries and archives, When wombats were new and Mapping
the world, were designed to mark the arrival of three Australian species at Longleat,
Southern Koalas, Wombats and Potaroos, additions to the living collections, long in the
planning and achieved through partnerships with the Cleland Wildlife Park, Government of
South Australia – and Singapore Airlines.

The first exhibition identifies Longleat’s first Australian fauna in the park and on the printed
page. Kangaroos on the page arrived in 1773 and Eastern Grey Kangaroos, gifts from the
royal menagerie at Kew, in 1795. The wombat illustrated was published in the 1832 edition of
Baron Cuvier’s Le règne animal but the first wombat pictured in the library dates as early as
1802. Gould’s Birds of Australia also features in the exhibition.
Mapping the World introduces the Longleat copy
of the double hemisphere world map published
by Gerard Valck in Amsterdam ca. 1690 which is
on display for the first time following extensive
conservation. One of only four copies of this
large wall map extant, the Longleat example is
alone in retaining its original silver gilt poles (in
fact pretty much alone amongst maps from the
Low Countries of this period in retaining this
feature). At the time of acquisition the map is
most likely to have been displayed in the long
gallery adjacent to the top floor library created
for the 1st Viscount Weymouth (d. 1714). The
other surviving examples are the so-called ‘Chimney Map’, now in The National Library of
Scotland, and the maps in the collections of the British Library and the Maritime Museum in
Rotterdam (the latter with later imprint of George Wildey). In the exhibition the wall map is
shown with a near contemporary version of its source, Nicolas Sanson’s world map, and the
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most significant single set of emendations to the wall map’s omissions, Cook’s charts of
Australia and New Zealand drawn up during his first Endeavour voyage and published in
1773. The exhibition is accompanied by on-screen interpretation covering mapping and
publication history, as well as the arrival and display of the map at Longleat, and the recent
conservation programme.
Both exhibitions will close on 3 November 2019.
https://www.longleat.co.uk/whats-on/exhibitions

Further details are found here:

© Illustrations reproduced by permission of the Marquess of Bath, Longleat House,
Warminster, Wiltshire

WORKSHOPS
FIRST STEPS IN ARCHIVES – NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, MANCHESTER
Elementary training for those with responsibility for records and archives within a religious
context but who are not from an archives or records management background.
The workshop will offer realistic guidance on collecting policies, retention, arranging and
cataloguing, storage and packaging, and collection care and access. The aim is to offer a
practical day, which should leave attendees feeling confident to go back to their institution
and tackle their archives!
This workshop is provided for ABTAPL by the Religious Archives Group in association with The
National Archives.
When:
Where:
Leaders:

Thursday 28th November 2019, 10.30am to 4pm
Nazarene Theological College, Dene Road, Didsbury, Manchester, M20 2GU
Dr Tim Powell, Senior Adviser on Independent Archives, The National Archives
and Norman James, Chair of the Religious Archives Group
Price:
£30.00 for non-members and £20.00 for members (including tea, coffee and
lunch)
Optional Accommodation: Discounted rooms (£65.00 B&B) are available via ABTAPL at the
nearby Britannia Country House Hotel in Didsbury.
Further details are available on the ABTAPL website here, and more information about
similar sessions run in the past is available on the Religious Archives Group website here.
To book your place please contact anna.james@stx.ox.ac.uk.
Only 20 places are available, so book now to avoid disappointment.
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WORKSHOPS WITH DR DAVID PEARSON AT ARMAGH ROBINSON LIBRARY
Provenance in books
Tuesday 1st October 2019
10am-4.30pm
This one-day workshop will cover the various kinds of provenance evidence - including
inscriptions and annotations, bookplates, book labels, armorials and more - to enable
participants to better recognise and date what they see, know what is typical and less so, and
essentially develop a personal toolkit to be able to identify and interpret the provenance
evidence of pre-1900 books.
Sessions will be as follows:


Introduction: Provenance in its book historical context, why it’s important, forms of
evidence



Inscriptions and things in books (with show & tell and Palaeography exercise)



Bookplates and book labels (with show & tell/exercise)



Heraldry (with exercise)

Understanding Bookbindings
Wednesday 2nd October 2019
10am-4.30pm
This one-day workshop will explore the historical and research value of historical
bookbindings of all kinds (including the cheap, temporary and simple, as well as the
extravagant and luxurious), and why we should take notice of them. It will consider the
structure and materials of bindings and the chronological development of bookbinding styles.
Sessions will be as follows:


Introduction: importance of looking at bookbindings, key principles and questions to
ask



Structures and materials: what bindings are made of



Dating and localising bindings, Part I: chronological development of bookbinding
styles, 1450-1700



Dating and localising bindings, Part II: chronological development of bookbinding
styles, 1700-1850

6

Both workshops will include informative presentations and an opportunity to see and handle
examples drawn from the shelves of Armagh Robinson Library, Northern Ireland's oldest
public library.
The workshops will be delivered by Dr David Pearson, whose Provenance research in book
history (1994; 2nd edition, 2019) and English bookbinding styles 1540-1800 (2005, reprinted
2014) are widely respected as standard reference works in the field. Dr Pearson retired in
2017 from a long professional career in libraries and archives (working at the University of
London, the Wellcome Trust, British Library and City of London Corporation). He has an
extensive record of lecturing and publishing on book history and is a Past President of the
Bibliographical Society.
The cost is £30.00 for each workshop.
director@armaghrobinsonlibrary.co.uk.

To

reserve

a

place

please

email

WORKING WITH RARE BOOKS – LINCOLN COLLEGE, OXFORD
A Lincoln Unlocked study school for librarians, archivists and anyone else who would like to
know more about the cataloguing, conservation and promotion of early printed books in
their collections, to be held at Lincoln College, Oxford from Monday 23rd to Thursday 26th
March 2020.
Further details will be made available closer to the date.

IFLA WORLD LIBRARY AND INFORMATION CONGRESS 2020 - DUBLIN
The IFLA World Library and Information Congress 2020 will take place in Dublin, Ireland, 1521 August 2020 – there will be programming relating to rare books and special collections,
metadata, digital scholarship, preservation & conservation, and cultural heritage, among
other subjects of interest. Watch out for calls for papers, posters and lighting talks in late
2019 and early 2020. See the Congress website https://2020.ifla.org/ for more information.

Historic Libraries Forum

@HistLibForum
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CONFERENCES
Joint Conference of the Independent Libraries Association (UK) and Membership Libraries
of America
25-27 September 2019. The East India Club, St James’s Square, SW1.
This conference will bring together members of the Independent Libraries Association (UK)
and the Membership Libraries Group (US) to look at shared experiences and insights around
the following topics:


Increasing access, engagement and membership



Raising awareness, marketing and communications



Fundraising from individuals and giving bodies



Improving governance



Staffing and volunteering



Developing and caring for our collections



Building improvement projects

The event costs £20.00 per person per day.
For further details and to book: https://www.londonlibrary.co.uk/independent-librariesconference.

ARMAGH ROBINSON LIBRARY
One-day conference on the ‘History, preservation and use of religious libraries in Ireland’
Friday 18 October 2019
10am-5pm
Staff from various cathedral and religious libraries from across Ireland will come together in
Ireland's ecclesiastical capital to talk about the collections they are responsible for caring for.
This is a chance to hear about the history of the libraries and the treasures that they hold.
The day will include presentations on Antrim Presbytery Library (held at Queen’s University
Belfast), Armagh Robinson Library, the Benburb Priory Library, the Bolton Library (now held
at the University of Limerick), St Canice’s Cathedral Library (now held at the National
University of Ireland, Maynooth), the Christ Church Cathedral collection (now held at the
Waterford Institute of Technology), Derry and Raphoe Library (now held at Ulster
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University’s Magee Campus), the Dominican Convent Library (now held at the National
University of Ireland, Galway), St Fin Barre’s Cathedral Library (now held at University
College, Cork), the Gamble Library at University Theological College in Belfast and the
Cardinal Ó Fiaich Library in Armagh.
The one-day conference is free to attend (or £10.00 with lunch provided).
To book a place please email director@armaghrobinsonlibrary.co.uk.

OTHER EVENTS
LOST LIBRARIES: a walk through some of London’s forgotten book collections
Saturday 28 September, 11am-12:30pm, led by Alice Ford-Smith
Twenty-first century London contains some of the finest book collections in the world, but
what about the libraries that have not survived? If you know where to look, London’s streets
and alleyways are crammed with the ghosts of libraries past. This walk will carry you back
through London’s history, to long-forgotten libraries, readers, librarians and collectors.
CILIP LIHG Members: Free, Non-members: £10.00 For further details and to book visit:
https://www.cilip.org.uk/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1236736&group=201304

THE CRANSTON LIBRARY, REIGATE
The Cranston Lecture 2019
Speakers:
Penelope Horsfall: John, Lord Somers (1650-1716): Our Number One Trustee of 1708.
Lawyer, Politician, Statesman. Lord Chancellor 1697-1700
Nick Cowlishaw: The Binding and Decoration of Early Books
At St Mary’s Church, Chart Lane, Reigate, at 7.00pm for 7.30pm on Monday 21st October
2019.
Refreshments will be served in the interval. There will be an exhibition of books from the
library in the chancel, and the library will be open for viewing after the lecture.
The Cranston Library, founded in 1701 by the Revd Andrew Cranston, is situated in a small
chamber above the vestry in St Mary’s, the parish church of Reigate. It was probably the first
regulated public lending library in England and contains works of literature, history,
geography, mathematics and classics as well as theology. The library is a charity managed by
a board of trustees who endeavour to maintain it as an early 18 th century library. Many of
the books have been there since its foundation, and funds are always needed for
conservation.
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Penelope Horsfall has lived in “Reigate Foreign” (i.e. Redhill) since 1967, is an Honorary
Alderman of our Borough, and has been a trustee of the Cranston Library since 1992.
Nick Cowlishaw served a six-year hand bookbinding apprenticeship which he completed in
1968. After working for several companies at home and abroad he was appointed full-time
lecturer in bookbinding at the London College of Printing. In 1996 Nick and his wife Charlotte
established their own hand bookbinding workshop in Reigate and have worked on the
conservation and restoration of the books in the Cranston Library for the past 20 years.
Replies and contributions (cheques payable to The Cranston Library) to: Dr Andrea Thomas,
80, St George’s Manor, Mandelbrote Drive, Littlemore, Oxford OX4 4TW
Registered charity No: 237990

CFP - PAPER TRAILS: A NEW OPEN ACCESS PUBLICATION WITH UCL PRESS
Often there is more than research inside the books we read. Bookmarks, train tickets,
receipts, and menus tucked into pages offer clues about the life of the book itself. Yet the
lives of our research material often go unmarked, lost between the gaps in disciplinary
boundaries and narrow definitions. The biographies of books and documents can illuminate
their contexts, as printed matter that is sold, passed down or abandoned. What happens
when we consider the three moments of production, transmission, and reception together
with our own research stories? Documents, like people, have births, lives, and even deaths,
so what does it mean to investigate the biographies of texts, objects, and archival records?
Beyond the formal roles of cataloguing and archiving, what part do researchers play in
shaping the emergent archive?
This is not strictly an intellectual history, nor even a material book history, but something
more like a social history of ideas, inspired by work such as Antoinette Burton’s discussions
of Archive Stories (Duke University Press, 2005), Arlette Farge’s reflection on the Allure of the
Archives (Yale University Press, 2013), Lisa Jardine’s discussion of Temptation in the
Archives (UCL Press, 2015), and Ann Laura Stoler’s call to read Along the Archival
Grain (Princeton University Press, 2009). Indeed, the stories of our research material evolve
significantly over their life cycles, as Arjun Appadurai outlined in The Social Life of
Things (Cambridge University Press, 1986). Beyond commodities and value, however, this
new publication seeks to consider our affective relationship with research material,
juxtaposing critical histories with reflections on practice.
The editorial board invite contributors to submit papers to be published in a BOOC (Book as
Open Online Content), a fully open access platform with UCL Press described as “a living
book”. We are interested in a broad geographical and chronological scope and actively
welcome a diverse range of topics and authors.
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We will look to publish material in four streams, which will allow us to set fully REF compliant
academic work alongside work produced by practitioners for their professional development:
Research Stories (8-10,000 words): We are encouraging a focus on research stories to invite
a more reflective methodology, offering a more inclusive and engaged commentary on the
work involved in researching, ordering, and preserving the past. This section will consist of
double-blind peer-reviewed academic articles.
Co-Production (flexible word count): Outputs from projects in which non-academic,
undergraduate and taught postgraduate audiences collaborate with others (collection
professions, academics, members of the public etc) to create new work that is based on
research collections.
Collection Profiles (500 words): This stream consists of shorter, descriptive or even narrative
pieces, that highlights items or collections of interest. This may be a prelude to a piece of indepth research, but it does not necessarily need to be.
Engagement (2,000 words): Reflective pieces that focus on a broad range of engagement
activities, from the professional’s perspective. These can be case studies, or ‘think pieces’ on
particular skills or techniques. They should inform professional practice.
Please send in proposals for publications in these streams, along with a brief biographical
presentation. All are welcome!
Blog article is here; for submissions and any questions, please contact the lead editor, Dr
Andrew WM Smith (University of Chichester) - A.Smith@chi.ac.uk

MEMBERSHIP
In this Bulletin we welcome colleagues working at York Minster, the Advocates Library, the
Mitchell Library, Glasgow, the Institution of Engineering and Technology, Chelsea Physic
Garden, Maynooth University Library, St Hilda’s College, the University of Oxford, Senate
House Library, the University of London, Foyle Special Collections Library, King's College
London, the University of Essex, and the Technical University, at Ho in Ghana.
Members who wish to promote exhibitions, events, conferences, or training, or who wish to
contribute articles to future Bulletins should contact members of the Committee or email
info@HistoricLibrariesForum.com.

Do we have your up-to-date contact details?
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